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Election of Committee Members 2026
BALLOT PAPER
There are three vacancies for elected Committee Members of TECBAR.  All are for a term of two years commencing July 2026.  
6 TECBAR members were nominated for election, 5 of whom intend to contest the election.  The candidates’ personal statements are set out overleaf. 
TECBAR members must include their name and chambers (below) and may vote for up to 3 candidates. 
This election is called pursuant to Rule 14 of TECBAR’s Rules (published at www.tecbar.org). 
Please return your ballot paper by 5pm on 17 July 2026 to the Secretary (on behalf of the Returning Officer), Ryan Turner by post to Atkin Chambers, London WC1R 5AT  in an envelope marked “TECBAR Election”; or by email to secretary@tecbar.org stating “TECBAR election” as the Subject. 
Any ballots received after this time and date or sent to any other email address will be disregarded. 
The results of the Election will be announced at TECBAR’s AGM at 5.30 pm on Thursday, 23rd July 2026 at Gatehouse Chambers, Gray’s Inn. 
All TECBAR Members are welcome to attend the AGM.  
The AGM will be followed by drinks on the rooftop terrace at Gatehouse Chambers.  
To RSVP for the AGM or the drinks reception afterwards, please send an email to secretary@tecbar.org with the subject ‘TECBAR AGM and Summer Social’.


BALLOT PAPER
I confirm that I am a member of TECBAR and therefore eligible to vote in this election.
	Name:  
	

	Chambers/Organisation:
	

	Signed:*
	



(Your vote will remain confidential)
*n.b. electronic signatures, including typed signatures, are acceptable

You may vote for UP TO THREE candidates. 
Please indicate your vote(s) by marking X in the first column of the table below.

ORDINARY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
	Vote (X)
	
Candidate

	Proposer
	Seconder

	
	ALICE SIMS (2004)
Keating Chambers
	Jonathan Selby KC
	Sarah Hannaford KC

	
	LUKE WYGAS (2004)
4 Pump Court
	Steven Walker KC
	Jessica Stephens KC

	
	ARRAN DOWLING-HUSSEY (2007)
4-5 Gray’s Inn Square
	Amrit Dhanoa
	Thomas Walsh

	
	MICHAEL LEVENSTEIN (2015)
Gatehouse Chambers
	Ben Patten KC
	Steven Walker KC

	
	WILLIAM LACEY (2022)
Crown Office Chambers
	Robert Stokell
	Crispin Winser KC





CANDIDATES’ PERSONAL STATEMENTS OF CANDIDATES

ALICE SIMS
I am standing for re-election as a TECBAR committee member. I am currently one of the TCC Users’ Representatives and ask for your support.
Over the past term I have worked hard to make the TCC work better for practitioners. Most visibly, I championed the shift to in-person CMCs as the default position — something I believe is essential for advocacy development for the junior Bar. I am pleased that this is now the norm.
I have also pushed to ensure that TECBAR’s excellent CPD programme is genuinely accessible. By making London-based events available online, we have opened them up to practitioners outside the capital and to those with primary care responsibilities who cannot always be in Chambers.
Beyond the committee, I am a senior junior at Keating Chambers, ranked in both Chambers & Partners and Legal 500, with a busy TCC and arbitration practice spanning construction, energy, cladding and offshore engineering. I also sit as a Recorder in the Crown Court and bring that cross-jurisdictional and judicial perspective to everything I do for TECBAR.
I would be honoured to continue serving you.

~ ~ ~
LUKE WYGAS
I am standing for re-election to be a Committee Member and continue in my role as the TECBAR Bar Council representative, a role I have carried out since 2023. In that role I have been vocal about the expansion of the powers of the BSB, along with the fact that the BSB continues to demand an ever-larger budget. I have also opposed unnecessary increases in the scope of obligations on barristers as proposed by the BSB. I hope to be able to continue to do so in an effort to stop the increase in the administrative and financial burden the BSB places on barristers.
I have also recently started working on recommencing the TECBAR Marshalling Scheme. It is hoped that the scheme can be advertised in September 2026 and junior TECBAR members can start to take places in Michaelmas term 2026.
Overall, I have enjoyed the last three years of acting as a conduit between TECBAR and the Bar Council. I have also enjoyed working with my fellow TECBAR committee members on the various activities and initiatives of TECBAR during my time on the committee. I hope to be able to build on that in the coming years.
~ ~ ~
ARRAN DOWLING-HUSSEY
I am seeking your vote for the TECBAR Committee to bring a practical, collaborative, and globally informed perspective to our specialist association. As an experienced practicing barrister, arbitrator, adjudicator, and mediator, I have significant experience managing domestic and international construction and engineering disputes.
 
Committee and Leadership Experience.

Called to the Bar in London, the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court, Dublin, and Belfast, and registered with the DIFC, I offer a strong cross-border viewpoint. My track record within professional committees includes serving as Junior Vice-Chair of the Adjudication Society, and currently sitting on the Councils of the Society of Construction Law (SCL) and the European Society of Construction Law. I also previously served as a CIArb Trustee (2017–2024). 

If elected, I will focus on building TECBAR's existing profile through:

· Adjudicator Training & CPD: Keeping our members ahead of key industry changes.
· Promoting ADR Panels: Strengthening TECBAR’s existing work in this area.
· International & Regional Engagement: Actively building stronger networks for all members.
· Supporting the Junior Bar: Promoting clear mentorship and early-career instruction.

I would be privileged to receive your vote and work on your behalf.
~ ~ ~
MICHAEL LEVENSTEIN
TECBAR is at the heart of what we do as construction and technology barristers. This not only includes hosting seminars and events for members, but also maintaining a visible presence to the wider public as a pre-eminent body for specialist advice and advocacy.
During my time on TECBAR so far, I have helped to host numerous seminars aimed at addressing common issues faced by junior practitioners, including advocacy workshops and expert witness handling. Since graduating from (/getting too old for!) Junior TECBAR, I have served on our TCC Users, Consultations and CPD subcommittees and now am co-editor of the TECBAR Review.
Moving forward, I am keen to act as a liaison between members and the TCC in developing procedural guidance on claims under the BSA 2022, electronic disclosure and the use of TAR/AI in case management. These issues are particularly relevant in light of the new TCC Guide and efforts to simply Practice Direction 57AD. As to the latter, I represent TECBAR on the Disclosure Review Working Group.
It has been a privilege to serve on Committee and I am grateful to fellow members should they give me the opportunity to continue serving the best interests of our profession.
~ ~ ~
WILLIAM LACEY
During my first three years of practice at the construction Bar, I have benefitted greatly from events organised by TECBAR. 
Highlights have included: 
(i) the seminar on cross-examining experts in construction cases, at 4 Pump Court in June 2024; 
(ii) the TECBAR Conference in November 2025, when Coulson LJ tried to persuade us all to become judges; and 
(iii) the excellent event about cross-examination in the TCC and appellate advocacy, in February 2026. 

By joining the Committee, I could help to ensure that TECBAR continues to offer high-quality, stimulating and useful events to its members. 
Furthermore, I hope that I could bring a somewhat different perspective to the Committee. I trained to be a barrister during the Covid period, having previously spent 25 years as an orchestral conductor. It is possible that the views of a late joiner to the profession will be informative, or at least worthy of consideration.
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